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ity * Yet, notwithstanding this studied distance, the Hindu
contaft has, to some extent, affefted the English. But,
the influence of the contaft has been far greater on the
Hindu than on the British and our history will contain
abundant illustrations of this influence. The reasons
are obvious. The English civilisation is possessed of
all the vitality of a young and progressive civilisation,
and all the dignity and the prestige of being owneH hy
a powerful people. English education is spreading
far and wide in India. For one Englishman studying
the literature and science of the Hindus, there are a

* This feeling characterised the civilised nations of antiquity, as it
does those of the present day. What Albemni said of the Hindus of
,his day applies mutatis mutandis^ to the latter: "They believe that
there is no country but theirs, bo nation like theirs, no religion like
theirs, no science like theirs * * * * According to their belief,
there is no other country on earth but theirs, and no created beings
besides them, have any knowledge or Science whatever. Their haughti-
ness is such that, if you tell them of any science or scholar in
Khorasan and Persia, they will think you to be both an ignoramus and
a liar." (Alberuni's "India" Translated by E, C. Sachau, Vol. I. p. a2.)
It is often asserted that the chief hindrance to Europeans mixing
freely, and on terms of equality, with the Hindus is the Zenana system
of the latter. But those who hav* done away with it and approximated
most to English social conditions do not generally appear to have had
that equal treatment which one might have expected from the frequency
and authoritativeness of such assertions.